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West’s Encyclopedia of American Law # “'“rfr;q :
» Comparative Negligence(}* #i % )* %, & &

' Under comparative negligence, or comparative fault, a plaintiff’s negligence is not a ¢
omplete bar to her recovery. Instead the plaintiff’s damages are reduced by whatever p
ercentage her own Fault contributed to the injury. This requires the jury to determine,
by percentage, the fault of the plaintiff and defendant in causing the plaintiff’s injury.

J

« Contributory Negligence(% F i 4 )* %, & &
" Under the common-law rule of contributory negligence, a plaintiff whose own neglig
ence was a contributing cause of her injury was barred from recovering from a neglige
nt defendant. Under the doctrine of contributory negligence, neither driver would be a
ble to recover from the other, due to her own negligence in causing the accident. |

est’s Encyclopedia of American Law, Volume 7, West Group, 1998, P316-317 -
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* Daniel T. Winkler, George B. Flanigan, Joseph E. Johnson, Cost Effect of Comparative Negligence:
Tort Reform in Reverse.
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